On return to India, he served Manipal in various capacities and rose to become a postgraduate professor, the head of department and a vice principal.
In September, he returned to Bengaluru and took up position as a professor and the head of department of periodontology, oral pathology and community dentistry. The bonds which he continued till 2018. In those days, there was paucity of teachers in oral pathology. When all is said and done being a postgraduate in oral pathology, it was an honor to work and established oral pathology departments at As opportunities came, he became the founder principal of Dayananda Sagar College of Dental Sciences.
Over the four decades of academics, he has contributed immensely in the subjects of oral pathology, periodontology and community dentistry. He was the president of 
Dr. T. R. Gururaja Rao
The Government of Karnataka and Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Sciences honored him for four decades of services for Karnataka.
The Indian Association of Oral and Maxillofacial
Pathologists felicitated him at Amritsar as past president and contributions in oral pathology in India.
As a postgraduate teacher in periodontology, he has over thirty postgraduate students under his supervision who have passed out and are on coveted position. Incidentally being a postgraduate from the University of London, he was denied to be a postgraduate teacher for oral pathology, but he has no regrets.
Dr. Rao has traveled extensively and presented scientific talks at Colombo, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Seattle and various centers in India.
Dr. Gururaja Rao and his wife Pramila who is a retired assistant executive engineer, Government of Karnataka, are blessed with two children: Dr. Suma Rao who is a practicing dentist and Hrishi Rao who is a software engineer at Chicago, USA.
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